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         Samhain 2020          
 

Scéalta Scoile 
 

Dear parents, 

It has been a very successful return to school for us (touch 

wood, fingers crossed). Everybody has made a huge effort to 

keep each other safe and it means that schools are able to 

remain open throughout the lockdown. The staff and I were 

delighted when we heard the news. I think everybody found 

remote learning very difficult, and I, for one, am glad we’re not 

going back there. 

There are still certain limitations in school but the main thing is 

that we are all back together, and if the lockdown has taught 

us anything, it’s that our children being together is such a 

precious thing. 

Mark Kelly, Príomhoide. 

 

Car Park Safety 

The footpath is the safest place for children when accessing the school 

from the car park. Please drop or direct your children to the footpath 

instead of them walking across the centre of the car park. They can then 

walk to the entrance of the barriers. 

Halloween Dress Up 

Children are invited to dress up for Halloween on Friday 23rd of October. 

No killer clowns (or clowns of any description) please! Also, please remind 

the children not to share items (brooms, wands, masks, food, etc.)  

Parent Teacher Meetings 

We are still waiting on guidance from the Dept. regarding parent teacher 

meetings. It doesn’t look like we will be able to hold meetings as we did in 

the past. They may need to be postponed to later in the year. We will 

keep you updated.  

 

Upcoming Events 

Oct. 26th – Oct. 30th 

Halloween Break 

Nov. 13th and 14th  

Parent-Teacher Meetings – 

Please note that these 

scheduled meetings may not 

take place. We are awaiting 

guidance from the Dept. 

 

School Pictures 

The JIs enjoying our new 

outdoor classroom. Also, our 

pupils of the week. 
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Parents Association 

Well done to our wonderful PA and BoM for their work on the outdoor 

classroom. 6th class are currently putting down some weed barrier and 

stone to finish it off. We will have an official opening at some stage (God 

knows when!). Also, the PA raised €500 through a clothing collection, and 

are organising a Christmas card fundraiser. Well done to all concerned. 

School Garden 

Frank has been doing some great work recently with the children. Ms. 

Laffan’s senior infants participated in a Native Irish Tree/Shrub/Climber 

Survey to identify plants of this nature in the school grounds. Also, he 

worked with 2nd class to do some green manure raised bed planting. They 

planted field beans and mustard seed. The Field Bean roots penetrate 

and break up the soil and are great as a nitrogen fixer. The Mustard seed 

produce large volumes of organic matter which helps improve soil texture 

& water retention. This will prepare the soil for planting vegetables in 

spring leading to Harvest Day in June. 

Pedestrian Crossing 

We met with Cathal Byrne recently to discuss the construction of a 

pedestrian crossing from near the shop across to the school. Work on this 

will begin shortly and it will be a great addition to the village and school 

in terms of safety. Many thanks to our local representatives for this. 

School Works 

We used some of our school funding to create a toilet that can be used 

by the children on the yard and is easily supervised by the staff. It also 

allowed us to transfer an existing toilet into a storage area, and a sensory 

room for our children in the school. The sensory room will be an area 

where children can come to enjoy a relaxed and safe space if they 

encounter too much sensory stress. 

Astroturf Pitch 

The school received a grant towards an outdoor play area last year as 

part of the summer works programme. Using this funding, the BoM has 

decided to create an Astroturf pitch in the school grounds. The plans are 

currently being drawn up and we hope to commence work in the 

months ahead. 

Ukuleles 

4th class will continue to receive ukulele lessons from Gayle this year, and 

3rd class are going to begin lessons also. The lessons are great value and a 

fabulous gateway to learning the guitar. Rock stardom awaits! 

_______________________________ 

Ms. Morris’s Retirement 

 

Best wishes to Ms. Morris on her 

retirement. We’ll miss her. And a big 

Bree welcome to Ms. Victoria Swan 

who was recently appointed as a 

permanent teacher in the school.  
 

 

GAA News 

The Rackard League has been 

postponed and will not resume 

until we receive direction from 

Cumann na mBunscoil and the 

Rackard League committee. We 

have applied for further GAA 

coaching after the Halloween 

break. The classes who only 

received one session prior to 

Halloween will get priority if we 

receive further coaching. Keep 

practising at home. Bring a ball 

outside and practise soloing, 

kicking (with both feet) and fist 

passing (with both hands). 


